Introduction
The mission of the United Nations Development Program (UNPD), established by the United Nations (UN) is to collaborate in development and eliminate poverty, as well as contributing to achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) (1) . These objectives aim to improve the destiny of humanity in this century and involve the areas of social public policy and commitment to development on all continents (1) .
In 2000, though the UNPD, Brazil and another 188 nations signed up to an agreement to combat extreme poverty and other evils of world society. This commitment was explained using the eight MDGs to be attained by 2015. Part of the United Nations Millennium Declaration, the goals are a series of commitments aiming to improve the fate of humanity in this century.
There are 8 goals, namely: 1) reduce poverty/hunger/ misery by half; 2) achieve universal access to primary education; 3) promote gender equality; 4) reduce infant mortality; 5) improve maternal health; 6) combat HIV/ AIDS, malaria and other diseases; 7) quality of life and guaranteed environmental sustainability and 8) establishing development partnerships (1) .
Brazil and the other countries have been seeking to achieve these objectives, fulfilling their commitment.
The place of universities in this search stands out, as they are a space in which excellence in higher education is promoted, in which young citizens committed to ethics, to social responsibility and to sustainable development are trained, in which teaching, research and extension are developed, in which technological advances are made, and knowledge and techniques socially necessary for developing human well-being are produced/ disseminated, as are economic and social policies, as well as being a place in which science is generated (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) , among other things. University, then, is an instrument for social change and it is assumed that Postgraduate Programs, especially those with international impact and gaining the highest scores, should meet the demands of research and training researchers committed to making the advances necessary to society. It is expected that these Postgraduate Programs are committed to the UN UNPD, producing knowledge that can have an impact on achieving the MDGs, showing their social relevance.
Within the university, the Area of Nursing is a science which views the person (individuals, families, communities), the environment and health as central, at any point of the lifecycle, when one falls ill, the severity and conditions (7) . (11) The data referred to the 2010-2012 period.
These programs were selected due to their better performance in the regular CAPES evaluations, with consolidated national and international positions and robust scientific output, as well as meeting the requirements for solidarity, nucleation and leadership described above (10) .
Firstly, all of the stricto sensu Nursing Postgraduate Programs were accessed on the CAPES site. Of the 28 PGPNur, 15 scored between 5 and 7, above the average; and these included those deemed excellent (scores of 6 or 7), for their international consolidation and visibility. Doctoral theses defended were examined for the above mentioned three-yearperiod in the 15 programs identified (scores of 5 -7) and titles were obtained.
After obtaining the titles, the abstracts of these theses were sought in the online thesis and dissertation archives at the universities which delivered the PGPNur, as well as the CAPES online thesis library.
A printed record was used to collect the data, including the following information: name of the program, institution to which it belongs, titles and abstract of the theses defended in the period in question.
We identified 15 PGPNur with scores of 5,6 and 7, of which ten scored 5 and five scored 6 or 7. The
Programs were allocated a number (1,2,3…) to preserve the anonymity required for such a study.
Information was inputted into two spreadsheets, the first containing the titles and abstracts of the theses and the second the eight MDGS. The titles and abstracts were used to identify the object of study of the theses.
Next, any correspondence of the object of study with the MDGs was identified.
The objects of study were classified/categorized according to the MDGs recorded in the second spreadsheet. The theses whose objects of study did not explicitly include the MDGs were denominated "No MDG This study was not submitted to the Research Ethics Committee, as the data analyzed are available on the official CAPES site (11) and in the online libraries of the Universities and are thus considered information in the public domain, the participants in the study are not identified and there is no direct involvement of human beings as research subjects, following National Health
Council recommendations and those of the Universities from whence came the theses analyzed.
Results
The analysis identified a total of 15 PGPNur, of which 66.6% scored 5, 20% scored 6 and 13% scored 7.
These Programs were located in the Northeast (6.6%), Southeast (80%) and South (13.3%) of Brazil. Of the 477 theses produced in these Programs in the period studied, 272 (57.02%) were defended in Programs scoring 5, 129 (27.04%) in those scoring 6 and 76 (15.93%) in those scoring 7. These data are shown in Table 1 below. Table 2 .
When Fisher's exact test was applied to the data in Table 2 Table 3 shows the presence of the theses in the PNPNur with scores of 5,6 and the MDGs, as well as the p-value found.
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(combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases); 43
(24.71%) covered MDG 5 (improving maternal health) and
(17.24%) included MDG 4 (reducing infant mortality).
On the other hand, no studies were found with objectives compatible with MDG 1 (reducing poverty/hunger/misery by half) or 2 (universal access to primary education). Brazil is a large and complex country which has undergone rapid economic, social and environmental change. There have been significant advances in health status and life expectancy recorded (12) . In System (SUS) (12) .
The PGPNur respond to this trend, seeking the answers to social issues relevant to this country, as already mentioned. Results presented at the most recent Brazilian Nursing Congress (CEBEN show that, in relation to the tree of knowledge proposed by the National Council for Technological and Scientific Development -Conselho
Nacional de Desenvolvimento Tecnológico e Científico
(CNPq) and coordinators of the Postgraduate programs to substitute the current one (13) , the greatest demand for resources is in the area of Public Health (30%), followed greatest demand are non communicable diseases, health in the workplace and biosecurity (14) .
As Nursing is a field of knowledge in health care, it this objective was on the way to being met (12) . The latter, quality of life and guaranteed environmental sustainability, has increased in prominence over the last two decades and still requires intense investment. The doctoral theses in Nursing approach this in a more particular was, quality of life from the point of view of specific populations, such as the elderly, children, adolescents or those with specific, especially chronic, health problems.
The existence of theses in the three years studies which focus on the issue of the environment, reflect the interface between health and the environment as an important demand for health promotion and education actions, as well as the need to encourage development of responsible actions minimizing environmental impact in different contexts, from education in communities (16) (17) to hospital work (18) . (12) . Thus, the concern of Brazilian nurses with diseases such as tuberculosis is consistent, and it is also worth pointing out the lack of studies on malaria.
Perhaps given the concentration of cases in the Amazon region, which is just where there is the greatest lack of research in Nursing and no PGPNur. However, this reasoning is not applicable to leishmaniasis and dengue, which affect almost all the states of Brazil.
The objects of study of the 63 doctoral theses,
in terms of what is covered by this broad spectrum It was also confirmed that there was an association between the scores from these Programs and the distribution of the theses and whether or not they included the MDGs (p-value 0.0347).
PGPNur are recommended to become closer to the MDGs, ensuring nursing responsibility in conducting studies capable of increasing knowledge and caring for concrete social demands and needs.
